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AFL DREAMTIME MATCH 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.10 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the 
outstanding response from the Western Australian public in support of the AFL’s Dreamtime match between the 
Richmond Tigers and Essendon Bombers football clubs this Saturday, 5 June. The Dreamtime game is an incredible 
celebration of Indigenous culture and the extraordinary Indigenous players who make the game great. Western Australia 
has a rich Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, one that we can showcase and as Western Australians be 
proud of on Saturday night. This is a huge opportunity for Western Australians to experience Dreamtime at the 
best stadium in Australia, Optus Stadium.  

The Richmond Tigers and Essendon Bombers share a rich history of remarkable Indigenous talent, including past 
players like Michael Long, Brownlow medallist Gavin Wanganeen, Michael Mitchell and the great Maurice Rioli 
Sr. Rioli Sr played 168 spectacular games for one of the greatest West Australian Football League clubs—I would 
say the greatest WAFL club—South Fremantle, the mighty Bulldogs. Rioli Sr was the first player to win a Simpson 
Medal in a losing team, in the 1981 grand final against Claremont, and a year later also won the Norm Smith Medal 
in the losing Richmond team against Carlton. 

Western Australia’s Indigenous talents are well represented on the current Richmond Tigers roster with two more 
South Fremantle products in Marlion Pickett and Shai Bolton, as well as the exciting Sydney Stack—no Claremont 
player there! Essendon’s immensely talented Anthony McDonald-Tipungwuti played superbly against the West Coast 
Eagles last week and excitement machine Irving Mosquito, who is unfortunately injured, hails from the remote 
Halls Creek in our state’s far north. Let us get behind the game and get behind our friends in Victoria, and show 
the country what an incredible show we can put on here in the west. 

One of the most significant elements of the Dreamtime fixture is the Long Walk, which will be led by Essendon 
and AFL legends and Indigenous greats of the game Michael Long and Gavin Wanganeen. The story behind 
the Long Walk is a truly inspiring one. In 2004, Michael Long walked the 650 kilometres from his home in 
Melbourne to Canberra to meet the then Prime Minister John Howard in a bid to get Indigenous issues back on the 
national agenda. This year, the Long Walk will start at Victoria Gardens and proceed over the Matagarup Bridge 
to Optus Stadium. 

The Western Australian public has flocked to purchase tickets for the game, with tickets selling extremely 
fast since they became available yesterday evening. I am pleased to say that the game is currently sold out; 
however, there may be a final release of a limited allocation of tickets later in the week. For a fixture not featuring 
either of the Western Australian AFL teams, this is a fantastic response and further highlights the meaning and 
significance to the state of an event like this. If there is a final release of tickets, I encourage Western Australians 
to grab a ticket to the game, if they have not already done so, and be a part of this historic and significant event 
for the state. 

The SPEAKER: Minister, congratulations on the Dreamtime match. However, I think that if I can be an objective 
Speaker, you can be an objective Minister for Sport and Recreation when it comes to football! 
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